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. Move 6. Articles needed for a particular § 
. Stratford-on-???? operation 
. Was able 7. Chilled 
. Showing more talent 8. Seat occupied by a sovereign 
1. Yule 3. An Australian 10. Sharp, nasal tone 
. Delicacy 11. Abbreviation 
35. Sly look 18. Fruit beverage 
. Divisions of geologic time 20. Device for applying eyewash 
22. Large black birds 
23. Stop 
24. Manufactured 
27. Don't come first 
28. Cut 
1, Internally illuminating radiation 32. Ingot 
: 2. Male head of a household 
19. Disease 


21. Range of mountains 3, Fob 


25. Seize pap-sie ss (Solution: Page 15) 


5. Translucent mineral 


5. Saliva 

9. Narrow sea channel 
11. Native American 

12. In a languid manner 
13. More barren 

14. Knock senseless 

15. Retriever 

16. Boastful person 

17. Cut into small pieces 
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ios it floor below, which is also set on 
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Magnesium Casing 


to Vent Hole 
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thus setting 
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i€ attic floor 
ire. From there, 


he new owner of the Inner City 
Mission faced problems taking 
over the building once the legal 
documents were signed. Ron 
Allen, director of People In Need Shelter 
Society (PIN), purchased the property, 
occupied by Vancouver Rooms and 
Inner City Mission, with government 


grant mone} build a much-neede 
apartment | for sanela with mob ility 
problems. 

Although Vancouver Rooms has 
been vacant for years, squatters took 
over the mission. The Inner City Mission 
board pulled out the end of June along 
with most of the 13 tenants, but by the 
time Allen took over, the building was 
fully occupied again. Jim Nelson, the 
last of the legal residents, opened the 


sia ig it had ee its incendiary force, oe bomb f 
drop to the ground Roor, and the entire building is 
set on fire. Sand is used to fi 
water only terves to make it 


qe ¢ of bomb, for 


urn much more fiercely. 


building as a shelter 
about 15 people. 

Allen is sympathetic to the problem 
of homelessness, but he has a time line 
to meet if the new shelter is to be 
opened on schedule on March Ist. He 
said low vacancy rates, low Assured 
Income for the Severely Handicapped 

AISA low welfare rates and rent 
increases are causing increased home- 
lessness. People who could live inde- 
pendently are now unable to find 
affordable housing. They are taking up 
space at the shelters and as a result, 
those who are abjectly homeless are 
unable to get in. 

“It’s bottomless,” said Allen, who is a 
member of Edmonton Joint Planning 
Committee on Housing and 
Homelessness. “It’s not that people 


and was housing 


“T’m hopeful 
that the 
Mission has 
come toa 
peaceful end.” 


aren't working on the problem of home- 
lessness. Let's say there are 13 people 
we found places for all those guys, then 
the minute you turn around there are 
15 more. They find places to go, and 
there’s 15 more waiting to move in.” 


One problem Allen faced was shut- 


ting off the power and the gas ‘When 
the mission board left, the u 
cut off, but Nelson had them turned on 
again in his name. In addition, bikers 
moved in at the beginning of August, 
and the people housed at the mission 
were living in fear. According to sources, 
the bikers were drug dealers armed with 
guns and knives. Then, due to blocked 
sewer lines, the basement flooded with 
raw sewage. 

Allen dealt with the problems with 
the help of Capital Health and the 


i 


ce 
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police. To relocate the people still living 
in the mission. Allen, Pedro Schultz 
from Christ Love Ministry, and Bruce 
Davison from the Salvation Army had a 
series of meetings at the mission. 

Allen found housing in the commu- 
nity for Nelson and Pat, his main helper 
with the shelter, and the others moved 
out one by one unti! August 13th, when 
only five people remained. During a 
two-hour meeting, Davison and Schultz 
met with them 

“One of the five we couldn't help 
because he was on the lam. The other 
yur we could,” Davison said. “We gave 
them bus tickets, one to Vancouver 
where his home is, and three to 
Saskatoon where one fellow had a 


home.” 


Allen plans to go ahead with demoli- 


tion of the mission and the neighbour-_ 


rs WaNCOUver Rooms as soon as pos 

ef re uatters mo n. The 
new Pin shelter, which will be complete- 
ly vanes accessible, will house 23 
people who need assisted living. 

The Inner City Mission board and 
Habitat for Humanity have been invited 
to salvage whatever they can use from 
the mission. 

“I'm hopeful that the mission has 
come to a peaceful end,” Allen said. 


LINDA DUMONT 
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There have been few 
voices telling us 
mma Hae caally Wav. 


pened—that billions 
and billions of 
dollars have been 
spent pummelling a 
few million totally 
devastated people in 
the poorest little 
corner of the world. 


e've had a couple of sunny, dry 

days in Edmonton—I’ve been 

reminded of the pure blue-sky, 

hot days that go on week after 
uninterrupted week in Kabul. Then as | 
wrote the time of a meeting commitment in 
my calendar | realized it would be taking 
place on September 11th. 

And | realized that date has already 
fixed itself in my consciousness, just as 
November 22nd hangs there—the day a spe- 
cial announcement was made, just as we 
were getting books from lockers at Vic 
Composite for our afternoon classes, to tell 
us that US president John Kennedy had been 
killed. A lot of us will remember where and 
how we first heard about the planes flying 
into the World Trade Centre. I was sitting at 
a restaurant having a working breakfast 
with a board member of my agency. 

When September 11th, 2002 arrives we 
will be surrounded by a multitude of remem- 


pe * ~ 4 i 


i. i v 4 ‘< 


: 


brances that appeal to our emotions. We will 
see those film clips over and over. There will 
be prayer meetings. Every politician drawing 
breath will have some edifying thoughts. 
Again, we will eulogize those who died that 
day and we will be reminded of that demon 
Osama bin Laden and his minions 


Y ast year. | wonder t the vers of it ; 
which we have been subjected so uncritically 


has poisoned our hearts and souls. 

I work with an organization that pro- 
vides services to refugees and immigrants. 
The number of deeply disturbing stories of 
discrimination and prejudice that we have 
heard over the past year is frightening—in 
schools, from landlords, in shopping malls; 
small mean acts, big ugly mistreatment. 

People who are not white in our own city 
are living in fear because of the mindless use 
of language by the media over the past 
year—the endless identification of “terror- 
ism” with Islam or Arab is only the most 
obvious of this. Many people behaving in 
these racist ways have no idea even of cul- 
tural accuracy and will as easily mistreat a 
Sikh or a Central American, or even a First 
Nations person whose roots are in Alberta 
for thousands of years before the white peo- 
ple even arrived. 

Over the past year we have had to listen 
to endless news coverage of how exciting it is 
that Canadian troops finally got the chance 
to be part of a real live combat mission 
instead of all that sissy peacekeeping stuff 
we've been doing the past 50 years. What 
will the long-term effects of this glorification 
of violence as a way to solve problems do to 
young people growing up? 

We’ve been inundated with coverage 
about the “War on Terrorism” as if there 
really is such a thing and as if it is legiti- 
mate. There have been few voices telling us 
what has really happened—that billions and 
billions of dollars have been spent pum- 
melling a few million totally devastated peo- 
ple in the poorest little corner of the world. 
The casualties of this farce of a war in the 
form of Afghan children and women and 
men outnumber those who died on 
September 11th by ten to one at the most 
modest estimate 


But another of the casualties of the past 
year has been the sense that a person is a 
person, that all are created by God as equal 
No, the tragic death of four Canadians is 
worthy of massive media attention and is 
investigated with microscopic care. The sto- 


. ries of hundreds of Afghans killed by bomb- 


ing errors or even worse atrocities and war 
crimes, with at least the knowledge of the 


ia Americans, are shrugged off. The past year 


has taught us that some people are more 


, important than other people. 


Before the assault began studies told us 
that up to 90% of Afghan women met the 


| criteria of clinical depression. The traumas 


many have experienced since can scarcely 


Where have the 
voices been 


Canada can spend 
hundreds of 
millions of dollars to 
support a phantom 
war...but it’s a strug- 
gle to get a fraction 
of that for 
development 


assistance? 


have been helpful in reducing that. 

We've had to endure media reports about 
how wonderful it is that you can now go to 
see a Bollywood movie in Kabul or visit a 
hairdresser. Hooray for civilization. But there 
has been almost no information about the 
fact only a small fraction of the money 
promised by northern nations for the 
rebuilding and development of Afghanistan 
has ever arrived there. The nations wanted 
to get headlines in December when support- 
ing post-Taliban Afghanistan was pretty 
sexy, but they haven't been held account- 
able since then. 

Sure a few showpiece schools are up and 
operating in Kabul for the international 
cameras. But the overwhelming majority of 
children have still never seen a book in their 
lives and 20% of them still die before they 
get to be old enough to start school. Where 
have the voices been questioning why 


Canada can spend hundreds of millions of 
dollars to support a phantom war—or to 
bring in all sorts of new “home front” meas- 
ures to make us safer-- but it’s a struggle to 
get a fraction of that for development assis- 
tance? 

I suspect the liberation of Afghanistan 
from the Taliban regime will be more of an 
opportunity for capitalism to make more 
profit than it will be an opportunity to let a 
nation of people enjoy some basic improve- 
ments in health care, housing and educa- 
tion. 

The western media rejoiced that the so- 
called loya jirga (just ask someone familiar 
with the real tradition of a loya jirga if what 
happened in June qualifies) showed us the 
beginnings of open democratic political life 
in Afghanistan. There was no room for care- 
ful analysis of how representative the dele- 
gates were, of how they came to be there, or 
of the process of making decisions there. 
And there has been little attention given to 
the fact that the Taliban might be in retreat 


' who have dominated life for people in many 


areas of the country for centuries are back in 
full force and are being looked after by west- 
ern democracies, at the same time as they 
add to their fortunes by their connections to 
the opium business. 

Does anyone remember that the point of 
this outrageous violence against Afghan 
people was to capture the chief suspect in 
the events of September 11th? How can the 
most powerful nation on Earth, a nation 
that has military might greater than all 
other nations together, expect us to believe 
that this huge invasion was the most sensi- 
ble way to accomplish this? It would be 
absurd, laughable, if the human price had 
not been so terrible. The “War on Terrorism” 
was/is American public relations, a comple- 
ment to “Survivor” and “Friends” for a world 
of TV watchers, not wise strategy from a mil- 
itary or justice sense. 

Speaking of justice—why has there been 
so little effort to demand answers from the 
US government about how all ideas of jus- 
tice, of innocent until proven-guilty, of 
access to legal counsel, of due process, and 
more, have been ignored as Afghans by the 
hundreds have been kidnapped to American 
prison camps? 

It is hard to stop the rant when the other 
side of the past year is explored even a little. 
I hope that we will begin to be more critical 
and thoughtful about what the last year has 
told us about the hypocrisy of the wealthy 
governments of the north and about the real 
agenda of the media that claims its task is to 
inform us of the facts. | hope we might be 
less ready to behave badly to the weakest the 
next time. But I’m not greatly hopeful that 
will be the case. 

Jim GURNETT 
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You fall into my arms. / 
You are the good gift of 
destruction’s path, / 
When life sickens more 
than disease / And 
boldness is the root of 
beauty— / Which draws 
us together. 


“AUTUMN,” QUOTED BY 
OLGA IVINSKAYA 
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Letters are expectation 
packaged in an envelope. 


SHANA ALEXANDER 
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Fine Work 


y compliments on a fine series 

of articles in the most recent 

issue of Our Voice. Without 

ranting you gave a human 
face to the homeless situation in 
Edmonton. My awareness has certainly 
been raised. I know I will be acting on this 
at some point; not sure how exactly or 
when. | was born in this city and love it 
and its inhabitants dearly, as I sense you 
do as well. Fine work! 


JOHN LEPPARD 


I have been meaning to write the paper for 
the longest time and say how talented | 
think Pieter de Vos Jr. is. Please let Pieter 
know he has another fan of his fabulous 
work. 


Nova LAURIN 


Write for work 


eing a writer and working for a liv- 

ing is sometimes a challenge. The 

challenge | face most is keeping the 

money I earn in my pocket. I have 
been out of the job market for many years 
because of my problems with living. The 
work I do is not important to some but to 
me it means a great deal. 

When the day came to work at a job | 
was hired to do it was a scary beginning 
and full of questions. For years, | walked in 
this concrete jungle with no future in sight 
and “bang” the Creator woke me up to a 
different world. If you've ever read about the 
Big Bang Theory, this is me all in one. I had 
created my own world and no one was 
going to tell me what to do. Now I have to 
listen to people, to what has to be done and 
from where I come from you just don't do 
that. 

The work I have to do is not backbreak- 


ing or tedious in any sense of the word. | 
like the job because I have things to be 
proud of. The first thing | am proud of is 
being a writer for this great paper and being 
one of the great many vendors this city has 
to offer. If it were not for being a vendor, this 
new job would not have lasted long. The 
vendor in me has taught me how to talk 
with people and how to get along with co- 
vendors. Selling a paper that changed many 
lives has put a mark in my life also. The 
work that goes into standing in one spot try- 
ing to make a living has shown me that I 
can do any job I set my mind to. 

Standing on a corner with papers in my 
hand has made me into a somewhat 
patient person with the public. It has taught 
me how to deal with certain members who 
are not so nice. The vending has also been 
my “bread and butter” for a little over two 
years. Getting there early and catching the 
morning crowd is the nicest time because 
that’s when you can catch them with a 
smile to start their day. Wishing people a 
good day and getting grunts of acknowl- 
edgement isn't so bad. 


VIP’s (Very Interesting Pers 


“But the 
relationships 
are there, it is 

up to us to 
revive them, 
and spread this 
knowledge of 
how we are a 
part of this 
planet.” 


dmonton's river valley is an amazing 

area that many people only superfi- 

cially understand. We go there to 

walk our dogs, find some solitude, 
spend uninterrupted time with loved ones or 
alone, go running, and to go mountain bik- 
ing. But how often do we go there to look at 
how plants and animals interact? How 
often do we go there to truly appreciate 
nature? 

Our lives are surrounded by concrete, 
except for the plants that we plant in our 
yards, boulevards, and parks that mostly 
are not native to Alberta. People can identi- 
fy more corporate logos than plants and 
animals. We *harvest” food from grocery 
store freezers or in fast-food restaurants, or are 
handed it over a soup kitchen counter if we are 
not as lucky. We have forgotten that we not 


n y ul itu ipon piar ind an 
mals, but that we are a part of it 

When I go to the river valley I feel a deep 
sadness that people used to live on this land, off 
this land, and that we no longer do, no longer 
know how to. 

And we wonder why there is so much envi- 
ronmental destruction. We do not look around 
and see that we are a part of the environment 
the second we start breathing, the second we 
take a bite of food, when we turn the ignition of 
our car. We go there as an escape from “reali- 
ty,” forgetting that this reality is the true one. 
We escape shopping malls and freeways, sky- 
scrapers and parking lots, and we seek refuge 
in nature, and bask in its calmness, not open- 
ing our eyes to see the complexities and inter- 
actions. 

You do not have to be a trained bird watch- 
er or ecologist to be able to notice birds foraging 
in trees, thus learning how seeds are spread, 
and why plants grow where they do. Lear to 
stay so silent and still that the birds and other 
animals forget you are there. Notice that differ- 
ent plants grow on different sides of the river 
because of the amount of shade each side gets. 
Stop and watch an ant hill, and see what one 
individual ant is doing. Look at the soil and see 
the life in it. Listen to the sounds different trees 
and bushes make in the wind, and then take it 
one step farther to lear what those plants are, 
and how people used to use them, and how we 
can still, but don't. Picture yourself living there, 
and surviving off of only what surrounds you. 

And then look up at a runner going by, a 
biker enjoying the rocks and tree roots, and 
think about how much they are letting pass 
them by. And then stop them and share with 
them an interesting piece of reality that so 
many of us are missing. 

We, as a society, do not understand how soil 


miters wa W anit 
both pollinate plants and spread their seeds, 
how everything in an ecosystem interacts, and 
how we don't realize we depend upon, and are 
a part of, these interactions. But the relation- 
ships are there, it is up to us to revive them, and 
spread this knowledge of how we are a part of 
this planet. 

Kim Smith 


s I watch the world turn, from my 
point of view, it should be enough to 
make you more than a little sick to 
your stomach. | don’t know the 
exact figures, but apparently over half of the 
world lives in poverty, and I just recently read a 
scientific report that said that at current rates of 
consumption, the Earth can only provide until 
2050.... | don’t know how accurate this is, but it 
was a very believable report (and I trust noth- 
ing!!!) and it scared the living crap out of me. 

As | write, there are even many Canadians 
who don't have a home to go to. There are 
many poor, many starving.... all throughout 
the world. (Even one is really too many.) There 
are many that are so repulsed by society they 
would actually rather live on the streets than 
have the comforts of the so-called "American 
Dream". We have created an arrogant, explo- 
sive situation by our own greed and ignorance, 
and somehow we are kept blind, thinking 
everything is all right...well, things are not all 
right. I don't know why we can’t see, with the 
eyes of our hearts, the billions of people who 
don’t have freedom and security... They are just 
like you, but less fortunate... 

This is a cry to all the people who turn their 
heads away from those destitute and lost.... 
YOU are the only chance these people have. 
Your ignorance is their misfortune. It is our duty 
to reach out and help those in need.... and not 
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This unique way of living has been a 
teaching tool in dealing with people. It has 
taught me to be respectful to others and to 
build relationships of trust in my new job. 
To listen to someone who is put in charge of 
keeping things run smoothly is a change for 
me. I do what is asked of me and | pitch in 
to help others when they are short of a per- 
son. 

This vendor can tell you first hand how 
it feels to be working and earning money. 
Only this time I am getting paid every two 
weeks, not everyday like I did when selling. 
I am fortunate to have two jobs I do very 
well and they both are the same in many 
ways. 

Our Voice has helped many people to 
put their lives back together. | am happy to 
say that this vendor is grateful for the paper 
and the many vendors who work everyday 
to make ends meet. For a small paper it sure 
has a heart bigger then any I have ever felt 
and the work is not so bad either. 


LEN BLACKFOX MARTIAL 


ectives) 


ty, although this helps.... You've gotta use you 
brain and your voice. Knowledge is power, and 
the pen is mightier than the sword. Read. Take 
notes. Realize that things are worse than we 
can imagine. People will say you are wrong 
and that the world is O.K., but watch the news. 
Besides, it feels good to be a rebel for a right- 
eous cause...and every one of us has a chance 
to change the world. That's what we're here for. 

Society is hurting because of our selfish 
pride and our blissful ignorance. A wise man 
once said that the love of money is the root of 
much evil; this is true, and applies to everyone. 
We buy our pleasure everyday like it's some 
kind of commodity, forgetting the fact that 
slave labor likely harvested the cane for the 
sugar in your coffee...it just tastes so good. We 
don’t realize that our wastes are building, and 
the chemicals in our everyday food poison us. 
We can't be bothered by the fact that the planet 
is dying. We can't be bothered by the fact that 
we kill our grandchildren to feed our children. 
We certainly can’t be bothered by the fact that 
our government is corrupt beyond belief. But it 
all bothers me. As a matter of fact my heart is 
nearly torn from my chest. That is why I write 
this message. 

Speak out and fight with your words... one 
person can have MAJOR impact...Examples: 
Martin Luther King. John Lennon. Che 
Guevara. We all have what it takes, baby, but 
maybe these men could dream bigger than 
you. Believe in yourself... believe you can 
change the world and you will. Dream. Run 
hard. Never give up. Fight for what's right. 


You'll be blessed for it. 
Lane 


Human Rights in the Aftermath E D ITO my IAL 


of the September 11th Attacks 


0 speak of Sept. 11th, only as a U.S. 

tragedy, would be a crime because 

of the human rights abuses in the 

South it leaves unsaid. The echo of 

the September 11th tragedy remains audible 

as war rages in Afghanistan, as families 

around the world grieve the loss of loved 

ones, as tremendous resources, which are 

never made available to fight hunger and 
poverty, are diverted to defense budgets. 

Under the shadow of this war we see a 

few international trends that have human 


Deepening of the 
North South 
Fault Line 


was shocked to read Walden Bello's arti- 

cle soon after Sept. 11th. I quote: In con- 

trast to Europe, there has been a rela- 

tively muted response to the World 
Trade Center event in the South. A survey 
would probably reveal that while many 
people in the Third World are appalled by 
the hijackers’ methods, they are not unsym- 
pathetic to their objectives. One Chinese- 
Filipino entrepreneur said: “It's horrible; on 
the other hand, the U.S. had it coming.” 

We cannot deny, even if we do not 
understand it, that to millions worldwide, 
the U.S. appears to be callous in its pursuit 
of economic and military power. The global 
South is responding to the double standards 
where the governments in the North preach 
human rights to others and fail to observe 
them at home. For example, unconstrained 
by any system of global governance, the 
U.S. has rejected human rights treaties it 
finds inconvenient; sent troops to every cor- 
ner of the globe; recklessly thrown its weight 
behind Israel's 34-year illegal military occu- 
pation of the West Bank and Gaza; and 
maintained a string of murderous embar- 
gos. More than 1.2 million Iraqi citizens 
have died as a result of the U.S. bombings 
and sanctions. Over 500,000 of those who 
perished are children under the age of five, 
as the sanctions have resulted in mass star- 
vation and widespread disease, and 
increased the infant mortality rate 1100%. 

Further deepening of the North South 
fault line will be used by the governments 
around the world to justify their human 
rights violations, and is detrimental to 


building a universal and an indivisible 
human rights movement where the same 
standards of human rights obligations 
apply to governments both in the North 
and the South and where economic and 
social human rights are indivisible from 
civil and political rights. 


Creation of Ground 
Zero in Afghanistan 


post-sept rid has wit 


he post-Sept,. 11th worl 


violation of the right to food of mil- 


lions of Afghan civilians. After the 
U.S. declaration of war, the U.N. estimated 
that some 7-8 million Afghans were at risk 
of starvation. UNICEF projected in October 
that as many as 100,000 more children will 
die in Afghanistan in winter unless food 
reached them in sufficient quantities in the 
next month. Already more than half the 
children in Afghanistan are malnourished 
and 300,000 children die each year from 
preventable causes inside the country. 

The chaos and violence created by the 
U.S. bombing combined with an assault by 
the Northern Alliance forced U.N. personnel 
to withdraw, suspend and severely curtail 
their operations with disastrous effects. On 
September 16th, the New York Times reported 
that the United States demanded from 
Pakistan the elimination of truck convoys 
that provided much of the food and other 
supplies to Afghanistan’s civilian popula- 
tion which resulted in massive starvation. 
According to an evacuated aid worker the 
country was on a lifeline and we just cut the 
line. 

For military reasons, the U.S. told 
Afghanistan's neighbors to shut their bor- 
ders. Many of those who were not at immi- 
nent risk of starvation had sold all their 
possessions to reach the frontier, only to be 
turned back by its illegal closure. Now they, 
too, are dying of hunger. 

Those who starved or froze to death are 
not the only innocents to die. The Bush 


~ administration would like us to believe in 


the ultimate oxymoron: a safe war. 
According to the first independent study by 
Marc Herold, an economics professor at the 
University of New Hampshire, the U.S. bom- 
bardment of Afghanistan has killed at least 
3,767 civilians. This tally does not include 
those who have subsequently died of bomb- 
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related injuries and hunger or displacement 
caused by the bombing. Nor does it include 
military deaths, such as the massacre of up 
to 800 prisoners slaughtered in Mazar-i- 
Sharif and casualties from the U.S. carpet- 
bombing-of the Tora Bora mountdin range. 
We mourn Ground Zero in New York and 
Ground Zero that has been created in 
Afghanistan. 


Revival of the 
Industrial Military 
Complex 


s the White House warmed up the 
war machine, the President pro- 
claimed, Afghanistan is just the 
beginning. Washington is serious- 
ly considering the same sort of intervention 
in other states that allegedly harbor terror- 
ists, such as Yemen, Somalia, Iraq, and 
American troops are already in the 
Philippines. 

President Bush has declared, "Every 
nation in every region now has a decision 
to make: Either you are with us or you are 
with the terrorists." A country's position on 
international terrorism, regardless of its 
record of human rights, has determined if 
it's an ally or not. This is a major setback for 
human rights globally. 


The U.S. admir 1 


stration waived restr 
and weapons sales to countries Ii! Pakistan 
and India as a carrot to join the anti-terror- 
ist coalition. Along with that came the legit- 
imization of General Mussaraf’s military 
regime in Pakistan, and according to the 
Financial Times, helped foreign powers to 
tone down their criticisms of his military 
rule and quietly forget about his promises to 
restore democracy by October 2002. 

To get Pakistani cooperation in 
Afghanistan, the United States promised to 
grant economic aid totaling $1.1 billion in 
cash. Not earmarked for specific civilian 
projects, this aid can be used for military 
spending. Nearly $50 million worth of mili- 
tary spare parts and components have 
already been transferred into Pakistan since 
Sept. 11th. 

Sept. 11th legitimized additional inter- 
national sales of weapons in the name of 
U.S. national security. America's name is 
stamped on the missiles fired by Israel into 
Gaza and the West Bank. A reporter identi- 
fied one of them as an AGM 114-D air-to- 
ground rocket made by Boeing and 
Lockheed-Martin at their factory in Florida, 
the state where some of the suiciders trained 
to fly. It was fired from an Apache helicop- 
ter, made in America, of course. 

Another beneficiary of the war against 
terrorism is the Indonesian military, the 
same military behind the ravaging of East 
Timor in 1999 and which continues to com- 
mit grave human rights abuses in West 
Papua, Aceh, and elsewhere in the archipel- 
ago. Algeria too has been very enthusiastic 
about the war on terrorism, It, however, 
remains one of the most vicious states in the 
world, carrying out horrendous terror 
against its own population. A leading mem- 
ber of the coalition against terrorism is 
Russia which is delighted to have the United 
States support for its murderous terrorist war 
in Chechnya. China also joined the interna- 
tional coalition, delighted to have support 


for the atrocities it is carrying out in western 
China against, what is called, Muslim seces- 
sionists. 

We can run through the list of countries 
in this international coalition. They have 
one characteristic in common. They are 
some of the leading human rights abusers 
in the world. 


Human Rights: 
A Much Needed 
Response 


eptember 11th tragedy was an inter- 

national crime against humanity. It 

should be dealt with as a crime. It is 

also a teachable moment. The lesson 
of September 11th is that the obliteration of 
human rights threatens us all. 

Our vision for the post-Sept. 11th world 
has to be based on human rights. A Human 
Rights vision of peace and security is not 
only about the absence of war, but is about 
equity and justice for all. This vision is of a 
world free of hunger, where the working 
poor have a living wage and the landless, a 
right to land and where the children have a 
right to safe childhood. Nobody is excep- 
tional when it comes to human rights. Every 
country, including the United States, needs 


ind implement international 


tions to protect human rights, like the new 
International Criminal Court. 

As to how to react to Sept. 11th, we 
should express justified horror. Calling for 
peace does not sufficiently address the fear, 
anger and powerlessness that people feel. It 
has to be a call for justice and human 
rights: Justice and human rights for the vic- 
tims of terrorist attacks; justice and human 
rights for the people of other countries who 
become victims of the U.S. policy; justice 
and human rights for the victims of ongo- 
ing terror around the world, and recognition 
of the North’s hypocrisy that the South has 
experienced. 

As human rights activists, we have to 
acknowledge that all people, regardless of 
nationality or any other status, are protect- 
ed by fundamental principles of interna- 
tional law and human rights. Or else, we 
might start believing in the Just War, waged 
in Afghanistan. And then we don't produce 
much of anything; just war. We don't attend 
to over 830 million who are starving or 
remember millions of children Tiving in 
poverty; just war. Hunger, poverty, home- 
lessness, and economic insecurity were in 
existence prior to September 11th and have 
only increased since then. However, if 
human rights do not guide us now, we will 
continue to pour our resources into what we 
do best: war and claim that it’s a just war. 


Excerpts from an article by 

Anuradha Mittal 

Co-Director, 

Food First/Institute for Food & Development Policy 
For the full text: www.foodfirst.org 
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All “little” magazines have 
the luxury of thinking the 
reader is the same person 
as their editors. 


Wittiam WHITWORTH 
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It is only in appearance 
that time is a river. It is 
rather a vast landscape 
and it is the eye of the 
beholder that moves. 


THORNTON WILDER 


<6> 2VOICE 


As I open myself, I look deeper than 
! ever have before. I take resposibility 
for and accept feelings that I have 
always rejected because they were 
too painful. In going so deeply into 
myself, I surrender to the Higher Self, 
and I begin deep and lasting 
transformation. 


"The temple of our soul is not our 
body; it is our relationships." 
Unknown author . 


ere are a few questions that had 

me thinking and I'll share them 

with you. Where does it say you 

have to have a degree of some 
sort to help people from your heart? Who is 
responsible to care for a free gift given 
through respect and love? What would one 
do if he or she saw one of the Creator's chil- 
dren in trouble? When is it safe to approach 
a broken spirit? Why did the Creator choose 
the most unlikely people to serve as mes- 
sagers of hope? 

This has been a month of finding 
answers and also new friends. It’s also been 
one of those times where a vendor's job is 
never done. The one lesson in life is never 
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turn your back on the ones you love 
because you don't know when they'll come 
back into your life to teach you. You never 
know who might have some healing to 
offer. 

The saddest thing | see at times is my 
brothers drinking and it ocurrs to me that | 
was once there. Don't get me wrong. I have 
no ill feelings towards people who drink. It’s 
just that it almost killed me and | have 
learned to respect it. This may sound like a 
bold thing to say to some and I'll explain 
how this came about 

There was one particular day a while 
back when | went through a change of 
heart in my free world. The total darkness 
in my life was unbearable and the pain had 
to stop somehow. The last thing on my list 
was a bottle of whiskey and all the excuses 
going on in my head. So this is what I did 
and it was a simple question to ask myself 
at the time: "Do you want whatever is in 
ihat bottle to control you?” The answer was 
no because | held a vote. | know what kind 
of person I am when not influenced by alco- 
hol. I spilled the bottle out and went on 
about my business. 

Total despair can lead anyone to drink. 
It’s at those times you'd better pray like 
mad. It seems to always work no matter 
what. The line is never busy and you don't 
get those answering machines. The energy 
that goes into the prayer seems to be the 
strongest when you're totally alone with the 
Creator. 

This leads me into a story of a friend I 
helped get back what she'd lost. I was living 
in different area of our vast country and 
there was a young person who was going 
through a tough time with her art work. | 
gave her a pen to work with and the best 
sketch book I could find. I set them down in 
her line of vision and all she did was look at 
them. Then she got up and picked up the 


gifts I'd brought for her. We talked about her 


CALGARY’S CONDO 


When's the last time 


you saw a 
brand new 
building with 


apartments for rent? 


€ signs are springing up like mush- 
rooms, all over inner city neighbour- 
hoods: "Condos for Sale" signs. 
Condos or condominiums, a form of 


communal living, where each separate 
dwelling has an owner, but the common 
areas are owned, maintained and used by all 
residents. 

"I looked out one morning and there was 
a load of loam in front of my basement suite 
window," said a bewildered Ann, 20-year 
renter, a $10 per hour home caregiver. 
Landscaping, paint, a show suite renovated, 
hall carpeting changed, and up went the 
‘Condos for Sale’ sign. Ann doesn't remember 
at which stage she found out the building 
was for sale, unit by unit, as condos. 

Susan, a writer, was pleased to see the 
worn balconies being 'prettied up’ (not struc- 
turally repaired) in her 32-year-old rental 
building -- pleased, that was, until "I opened 
my apartment door one morning to find a 
brand new, shiny brass number 9 on my 
door," said Susan. "For 18 years | had been 
Apartment 305." Up went the ‘Condos for 
Sale’ sign. "Until I saw the sign, I had no indi- 
cation that the apartments were for sale. 
Mine's going for $148,000," said Susan in 
amazement. Susan can't afford to pay 
$148,000, nor does she wish to be a home- 
owner. Susan expected the customary six 
months’ notice because of her unit selling, 
but she was told she would only get three 
months’ notice, because hers is designated as 
a show suite, not one for immediate sale! 
Technically, the Landlord/Tenant Act requires 
that tenants be given three months notice. 

Both Susan and Ann say they would not 
qualify for a mortgage, yet they've never 
missed a rent payment in nearly 20 years. 

What's happening here? 


Developers 


One developer has been converting apart- 
ments to condos for a number of years. He 
started off buying a building overlooking 
the city just off Edmonton Trail, convert- 
ing it, and selling units, each of which he 
is proud to say have now increased by 120 
per cent. He now makes it easy for other 
landlord/owners to convert their build- 
ings. 

"My renovation people have been with 
me through all the buildings I've convert- 
ed," he said. He also researches all the 
legal and property aspects of such a con- 
version. 

Even though these buildings could be 
seen as ‘cash cows' for landlords, in 20 to 
25-year-old buildings, repairs are coming 
up. An alternative for the landlord is to 
unload the building for quick money, with 
all the headaches taken care of by the 
buyer-developer. 


Renters 
Galore! 


The very inner-city neighbourhoods where 
these conversions are taking place have a 
huge number of renters! Older established 
apartments or parts of converted houses 
rent for $300 - $700 per month, while new 


work and all the while she kept on looking 
at the empty book with no work. She then 
picked up a pen and started to draw, | sat 
there in amazement watching as she drew 

Before I left there was something else | 
really wanted to give her. She was totally 
surprised at the gesture and honored at the 
same time. The gift 1 gave her was an eagle 
feather. It was given to me by an elder from 
B.C., who in turn instructed me to pass it 
on. The reason | got the feather was that | 
took the time to help the elders that were 
gathered there. He said: "When you help 
people gifts are always given in return when 
not expected and this feather is meant for 
that purpose. The next person who needs 
help give them this feather so in that way it 
can be passed on to the next person. 

Being able to pass on the gift was the 
greatest feeling I had and the tears flowed 
freely with the both of us. Then she hugged 
me and she bid me a safe journey. It was 
her policy never to say goodbye for we will 
meet again in due time. As I walked to the 
door her mother approached me and hand- 
ed me an envelope of money. I explained to 
her that when you help people from the 
heart, the payment is a hug. 

My prayers are for the families and the 
unsung heroes who wear the uniforms of 
help who go out risking their lives to save 
others everyday. This prayer is going out to 
my little pal who makes the rivers of the 
heart flow stronger and makes the outside 
world wait when I visit.. I also know that 
when a person helps out in any way and 
they can to make a person’s life flow like a 
surging river, a gift always comes back to 
them. 


Len Blackfox Martial 
If you have any comments or 
interesting stories,you 

can contact me through 

the eletronic highway. 
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apartments rent for $800 - $1 000 per 
month. 

But when's the last time you saw a 
brand new building with apartments for 
rent? Not many are available. In fact, a 
recent study across Canada showed the 
number of new rental buildings going 
down. Some speculate that this is a result 
of less flexibility in capital gains changes 
to the Income Tax Act. 

Many housing experts feel that 
Calgary's rapid growth requires availabili- 
ty of varied housing choices ranging from 
rental apartments to old houses converted 
to multi-family dwellings to apartments 
above retail outlets to shared floors of 
houses. The probable result of disappear- 
ance of affordable rental units is that only 
established’ people - above a certain 
income bracket - can afford to live in the 
more expensive replacements of these 
affordable places. That probably excludes 
people such as artists and writers, self- 
employed entrepreneurs, new immigrants, 
workers in the ‘caring’ professions, young 
couples or singles starting out on their 
own, contract workers in many trades and 
professions, or the creative ‘fixer-uppers' 
of beautiful old houses. There are many 
diverse people whose contributions to a 
vibrant, energetic neighbourhood can be 
lost - because they can't afford to live 
there and make it wonderful! 


Eiuis HiEBERT 


For Calgary Street Talk 


n a perfect world, temporary work 

agencies would be unnecessary. 

Employers would always have full-time 

work and employees would grow on 
trees. Workers would wake up in the morn- 
ing and find employment and transporta- 
tion to the work site on their doorstep. 
Unfortunately a perfect world seems as 
remote as peace in the Middle East, and 
society has had to find ways to compensate 
for the discrepancies between employers 
and workers. 

In the past, unemployed workers would 
congregate on street corners waiting for 
someone to drive by in a truck, grab a few 
of them and head off to a work site. For the 
worker and employer this situation wa 
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often less than ideal. 

Workers without proper equipment or 
gear were often left behind, injuries on a job 
site carried no compensation and the "guar- 
anteed" day's pay could easily be less than 
promised. Employers had no way to judge 
the experience of these temporary laborers, 
no recourse or protection from legal action 
and little control over temperamental work- 
ers walking off the job site. 

Thus it should come as no surprise that 
individuals who could raise the capital have 
gone into the business of temporary labor 
placement. 

Sharon is 22, a single mother of a 
daughter with health and developmental 


problems and no appreciable skills. Her 


Bissell Cas 


Shelly Janvier 


Shelley Janvier 


1 get most of my work out of here. | take anything. Randy 
calls me Jill-of-all-trades. He got his full-time job out of 
Casual Labour. I did yard work yesterday, moving on the 
weekend. I've done cement work, roofing. There’s some real- 


ly good things if you want to do them. 


U 


TEMPWORK 


cheque from Social Services may not be 
much but the medical benefits for her 
daughter are invaluable. "There is no way I 
could find full-time employment to cover 
those costs. | would need to make at least 
$15 an hour just to break even,” she told 
Our Voice. Working the maximum number 
of hours while still being allowed to remain 
on welfare is critical. "Sometimes the extra 
income can be the difference in new clothes 
or just putting meat on the table." 

It should not be inferred that all temp- 
laborers do not wish full-time work. Rob 
and Aiden were just off their night-shift 
jobs, eating breakfast and having a beer 
when I spoke to them. They got their full- 
time work by being noticed by the supervi- 
sor for the company they had been sent to 
from an agency. Because this goes against 
the policy and agreements of almost all 
temp agencies, they requested that their 
place of employment remain confidential. 
Rob was hired on full-time nearly a year 
ago while Aiden had just been hired on. 

“They (temp agencies) frown on it 
because it's money out of their pocket, but if 
you're a good worker, the company will 
break the rules for you,” said Aiden, as Rob 
drained his glass. 

Chantelle Emack of Aactive Personnel 
Services understands the moral dilemma 
faced by workers in this position. 

"If | was in their shoes, and somebody 
offered me full-time work and a couple 
more dollars per hour, | would probably do 
the same. The client (employer) is the per- 
son who I am mainly upset with (in this sit- 
uation) as they sign a contract and make 
an agreement not to do this." Still, it can be 
cheaper for a company to use a temp labor 


ervice tha 


Bill Taylor 


I'm a tradesman from Vancouver. | came to Edmonton to 
work. When things are slow in construction or mainte- 
nance - this year was a little slower than expected — I use 
various services to find work. I’m supporting myself. | sleep 


sometimes at the Herb, sometimes in my truck. 


al Labour 


"Here at Aactive, we handle the taxes 
and other deductions so their accounting is 
minimal and we pay WCB (Workers’ 
Compensation Board) so everyone is cov- 
ered for accidents. WCB can be quite high 
for temp work, like for roofing companies." 
Workers are also paid at the end of the day 
by temp agencies so employers don't need to 
have cash on hand or cut daily cheques. 

Johnny, a strapping thirty-something 
skinhead is less than impressed with temp- 
agencies. “After all the deductions, equip- 
ment rental and a pack of smokes and 
lunch, you're lucky to walk out with two- 
bits ($25). What's that, a couple of jugs of 
beer? Then you have to go back tomorrow.” 

“The pay period is one of the reasons 
workers come here. It's quick cash and that's 
attractive. I know I have learned to respect 
everyone who comes through that door. 
They all want to work.” Ms. Emack then 
goes on to elaborate: "We hire a lot of peo- 
ple out of the Herb Jameison (men’s shelter), 
but the number of people in need of our 
services is growing. We're getting workers 
from the Military Bases to rig and camp 
workers in between shutdowns. I don't call 
any one coming through my door a bum." 

Then there are those for whom full-time 
work is not an option or is just plain impos- 
sible. Besides students to whom a regular 
job is too demanding a commitment, there 
are also those on AISH and the mentally ill. 
These people (the mentally ill) don't always 
share that information with us but you 
learn to spot them. When you hand them 
their pay they smile and you just know 
they're proud to have accomplished some- 
thing." 


Dave Dutton-FRASER 


Don Evaglok 


Don Evaglok 


It helps me meet my needs. One time I was short for my 
rent, but I went out to work and made the money. Last week 
I managed to go three times out of the week. One job | don’t 
want to do is hot tar roofing in the middle of the summer. 


It is not labor that kills, but 
the small attritions of daily 
routine that wear us down. 


Roy BEDICHECK 
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Patients with migraines 
know precisely when and 
how often and how long 
their headaches strike. 
They often come in with 
long lists. When you have 
a patient with lists, you 
have a patient with 
migraine. 


Dr Seymour DIAMOND 
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A Brief History 
ovember, 2000 - The United Food 
and Commercial Workers, Local 
401 applies to become certified for 
a group at the Shaw Conference 


Centre. Seventy-two percent of eligible 
employees vote in favor of the Union. 


January, 2001: The Union is certified as the 
legal bargaining agent for employees of the 
Shaw Conference Centre. Collective bar- 
gaining for a first collective agreement 
begins, but is unsuccessful. 


March 17, 2002: A strike vote is held. Sixty- 
nine percent of the employees voting vote in 
favor of strike action. 


May 3, 2002: No agreement is reached. The 
strike begins. 


July 2, 2002: The Labour Relations Board 
(LRB) rules that Economic Development 


Edmonton (EDE) 
Relations Code in 5 separate instances and 
failed to make every reasonable effort to 
enter into a collective agreement. The LRB 
directs EDE to a) bargain in good faith, b) 
return to collective bargaining with the 
assistance of a mediator. 


August 30, 2002: The strike continues with 
no bargaining in sight. 


4 Months and 
Counting... 


hat is the Edmonton 
Ecomomic Development's 
refusal to bargain with the 
Employees Union at the Shaw 
Conference Centre costing Edmonton tax- 
payers? This is a question Councilor Dave 


Councilor Karen Leibovici, beginning in the 
middle of June, have requested that the EDE 
provide a full report of both the legal and 
security costs of the strike to both the City 
Council and the citizens of Edmonton. 
Estimates range from $500,000 to over $1 
million. 

The reports were originally due to 
Council on July 10, but that date was 
pushed back to August 21 and then again 
to September 17. 

“They should be responding to us imme- 
diately,” says Theile. “It's costing taxpayers 
money, It shouldn’t take more than twenty 
minutes to come up with those figures; this 
is going on three months. EDE is being very 
uncooperative. They don’t cooperate with 
Labour Relations. They don’t cooperate with 
the Union. And they don’t cooperate with 
City Council.” 

Ken Bur, spokesperson for EDE, can only 
explain the reluctance to release the costs as 
a tactic to avoid union-generated criticism. 

“We have spent a lot of resources,” he 


says. “The City Council is our sole share- 
holder. They have been advised they will get 
them (the costs). It's just a matter of time.” 

Striking workers are also curious about 
how much it is costing the City to oppose 
them. 

“The Conference Centre has had private 
security here since day one. There's at least 
two or three security guards on either side of 
the building. If we’re here, they’re here. 
That's 110 days, 11 hours a day. How much 
is that costing? They videotape everything 
we do,” says one worker. 

Another comments on the sign on the 
door of the Conference Centre that says 
“Private Property”. 

“Ts it private property or your tax prop- 
erty? Why do these people fight against us?” 

According to EDE’s 2001 Annual Report, 
the Shaw Conference Centre contributed 
$7.5 million to EDE’s overall revenue in that 
year and the City of Edmonton provided 
$5.5 million. 

On December 13, 2001, City Council 
approved a further $1.5 million dollars for 
EDE. During the Budget meeting that saw 
this approval of funds, Mayor Bill Smith 
invoked his power to censure when ques- 
tions were raised relating to EDE’s on-going 
negotiations with the Union and the possi- 
ble impact on the budget of EDE. After the 
meeting Smith told the press that because 
he sits on the board of the EDE, he is well 
aware of the negotiations with Local 401, 
and he censored the questions because they 
truly were unimportant. 

The striking workers are not so sure. 

“All these people, the big guys, know 
each other. They all come here for func- 
tions. The City has to do something. We will 
stay here until the City does something.” 


NATASHA LAURENCE 
Dave DuTTON-FRASER 


EDE should be 
fined —- Mason 


he four-month-long strike at the 

Shaw Conference Centre could have 

been settled by now if not for unbal- 

anced labour law passed by the 
Alberta Conservatives. 

New Democrat MLA Brian Mason visited 
the Shaw picket line to call upon the Tory 
government to fine employers who break 
labour laws and allow arbitration as an 


= alternative to first contract job action. 


Seven provinces and the federal government 
have similar ‘first contract’ provisions in 
their labour law. 

“First contract disputes are often the 
most bitter and drawn out, and this process 
gives the parties a chance to learn to work 
with each other before things get ugly,” said 
Mason. “This process has even been accept- 
ed by right-wing governments in BC, 
Ontario and elsewhere, and is used by 
employers as well as unions.” 

Mason took aim at the discrepancy 
between the way workers and corporations 
are treated under Tory labour law, noting 
that when health care workers staged an 
illegal strike, their union was fined 
$600,000. When Economic Development 
Edmonton violated the Labour Code four 
times, it received no fine or penalty of any 
sort. 

“This is the Tories’ idea of balanced 
labour relations,” said Mason. “A view that 
hurts working families and helps corporate 
special interests.” 

“These changes are in the best interest of 
Alberta families,” said Mason. “This strike 
would be over by now, if it had ever started. 
That would be good news for everyone.” 


THE USUAL 
SUSPECTS 
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST? 


Formed in 1993 by consolidating four 
business and tourism agencies, 
Edmonton Economic Development 
(EDE) is a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of the City of Edmonton, its sole 
shareholder. EDE reports to a 15- 
member board with representation 
from the private, academic and pub- 
lic sectors. In addition to promoting 
business and tourism in Greater 
Edmonton, EDE manages the Shaw 
Conference Centre, the Edmonton - 
Advanced Technology Centre, 
Edmonton Research Centre One and 
land within the Edmonton Research 
Park. 


EDE, 2002 Annual Report 


In their own WOTCdS... ws... 


Board of Economic Development 


ee Edmonton (EDE), is a partner in the 
a e ° : . 
Charles: Indjic: law firm, Fraser Milner Casgrain. 
I worked in event services set-up for 12 years, as a supervisor for 3 years. They _I've worked here for a year-dnd-a-half. I found as an immigrant, if you're 
told me when I started I would be full-time in 3 months, but 3 years later I’m~ highly educated it’s hard to find’a job in your field. Still you have to survive 


~ still part-time, and that's working 40 hours a week. That's one big issue. When’! started here the wages were very low - $7 to $8 an hour. Then the Shawna Vogel, a member of the 


p we ‘. - ly . . 
negotiate. | don’t ike to.strike, to-be-honest, but titre are people working partner with the law firm Fraser 
There was no human resources department before, now there is. We didn’t ~ part-time for 14 years, no benefits, no vacation. They can be fired at any Milner Casgrain. 
even know what policies existed. Now the policies have been sent to all the time. You have to have-some-instrument.to protect your rights. I believe 
staff. There has been a 30% increase in the wages. They just don’t want the strongly in the Canadian constitution. You have to stand somewhere. 
union in there. z 
Overnight they brought in new people. Already we were replaced. We are Fausto Franceschi and Thomas 


small normal people who have families. Wakeling, also partners with Fraser 
Milner Casgrain, provided legal 
counsel for the EDE. The legal coun- 


“It’s costing taxpayers money...It sls The opge the le sb 
shouldn't take more thantwenty ==" 
minutes to come up with those 
figures; this is going on three 
months. EDE is being very 
uncooperative. They don’t cooperate 
with Labour Relations. They don't 
cooperate with the Union. And they 


don’t cooperate with City Council.” 


Fausto Franceschi 
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you're juggling three part-time min- 

imum wage jobs and still have to 

juggle your bills between months to 
make ends meet. Your working schedule 
doesn't leave much time for a personal or 
family or social life, let alone hunting for 
a full-time job that pays a decent wage. 
Life sucks. 

But you're young and healthy, your life 
is ahead of you, and sooner or later a 
training program and job placement assis- 
tance agency will become available to 
you. It will get better. 

For people in their middle years, vic- 
tims of employers’ bankruptcies or down- 
sizing, it's not always so rosy. 

Valerie Stevens found herself in just 
such a predicament. After spending her 
entire adult life working in a photofinish- 
ing plant, she found herself unemployed 
at 50+ when her employer went bankrupt. 
With "not many photofinishing jobs out 
there” she produced a resume, emphasiz- 
ing her transferable skills to other types of 
work and shopped it around for two years, 


ea ELDERS 


longest restaurant, The Silk Hat, came on 


Thanks to television, for 
the first time the young 
are seeing history made 
before it is censored by 

their elders. 


ings, bought it, and with a lot of hard 
work and the help of her husband and 
brother, returned it to its art-deco glory 
days and is now making a good living 
from it. 

Starting your own business has often 
been the only way middle-aged workers 
can re-enter the labor force. 

Most workers between the ages of 
about 47 and 65 today began their careers 
in an era where "a job for life’ was the 
expected pattern. Employers felt it was 
their responsibility to keep their employees 
working, even if economic times were 
tough, and layoffs were Boa made on a 

_ Totating basis, roup of laid-off . 
workers would be mae as soon as thelr 
unemployment insurance benefits ran out, 
to replace a newly laid-off group. As a 
result, employees did not develop job- 
search skills, or take education or training 
on their own time at their own expense to 
upgrade their employment skills, trusting 
the employer to teach them all they need- 
ed to know. 

In today's economy, where permanent 
layoffs or "buy-outs" are the rule, older 
workers often simply do not know how to 
go about seeking other jobs. 

Another issue is that in many 
instances, employers have been unable to 
compete successfully because they have 
not invested in new technology. Employees 
who have not taken it upon themselves to 
keep up with the times will find their 
know-how useless in today's workplace. 

Thirdly, an older worker who has trans- 
ferable skills to another line of work might 
expect a salary comparable to that of his 
last job, even though his new position 


MarcareT Mead 


Slaving Away 


've slaved at a few low-paying, low- 
reward jobs in my day and they're drain- 
ing, exhausting, and pretty much uni- 
versal, but without a piece of paper 
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0 you've finished school, and now 


to no avail. Then Alberta's oldest and | 


the market. She withdrew her life's sav- : 


might be not much more than an entry 
level one. 

While discrimination on the basis of 
age is contrary to The Canadian Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms, the idea that the 
employer will only get 10 years or so out 
of an employee in his fifties can lead the 
employer to find as many legitimate rea- 
sons as possible for not considering an 
older applicant qualified for the job 

With technology changing so rapidly, 
even if the uetiale has upgraded his 
skills, what he learned in the classroom 
might still be months to a year or so 
behind the technology the employer is 
using. Often a younger worker can be paid 
a lower wage for the same training on the 
job. 

Finally, there is the “Catch-22” situa- 
tion of the longer the employee is unem- 
ployed, the less likely he or she will be 
offered a job. That's because employers 
today take the view that an employee with 
a major gap in his resume, comes to the 
new job with some type of "baggage": mar- 
ital problems, alcohol or drug abuse prob- 
lems, gambling problems, debt problems, 
mental or physical health problems. 

These are a few of the many reasons 
why older workers have difficulty remain- 
ing in, or re-entering, the work force. But, 
there is help, and this unfortunate state of 
affairs is not going to last forever. 


declaring me to be a brilliant graduate of a 
school of The Finer Things In Life, I get slim 
pickin's out there in the World of Epoxy 
Smiles. 

One reasonably recent job where I was let 
go was the Grower Direct outlet in 
Callingwood. I was expected to work alone 
with no breaks, make floral arrangements, 
take cash, assist customers who weren't sure 
what they really wanted, but were open to 
good salesmanship and gentle respect, which 
I rock at, eat while on the run - | mean, 
inhale mouthfuls of my meals while in the 
middle of all of the above tasks, count the 
float and cash after locking the doors when 
the river of customers slowed down to a trick- 
le and it really was after 10, clean the floors, 


Programs already exist at the federal, 
provincial and territorial level to keep 
older workers in the labor force, or to assist 
others to return to it. In June, 1999, the 
federal government made $30 million 
available to the Older Workers Pilot 
Projects Initiative, which would test ways 
to assist older workers to retain or regain 
employment, Roak pilot project can last up 
to two years it, at this point 
Alberta has not agreed to participate. 

Older workers who either have no early 
retirement pensions or inadequate ones 
and are receiving additional help from 
social allowance (welfare) are eligible for 
the same basic job search readiness pro- 
grams as younger people, however it is 
still possible to complete the program, do 
everything correctly (resume writing, cover 
letters, searching the hidden job market, 
and so forth) and still be stonewalled by 
the negative image of older workers many 
employers still have. And the non-profit 
agencies contracted to Social Services don't 
do job advocacy for older workers. 

Profit-making personnel recruitment 
agencies will market older workers to 
potential employers. Sometimes these 
organizations charge the job-seeker for 
their services, sometimes the employer. 

To this point, this issue has been a 
gloomy one. The future will be better. 

Young people, between the ages of 18 


in timeé 


empty the garbages to the outside dumpster, 
sign out, and flippin’ take the envelope of 
money to the night bank deposit after dark, 
in my old car, on my time and with my gas 
money! 

My next-door neighbor in an older rental 
duplex once told me all about her job at the 
local 7-11. I believed every word she said 
because she wasn't the type to complain, but 
had no one else to talk to and was on the 
verge of losing control. She stated that she 
was expected to work till past 11 and then 
turn around and present herself prepared to 
slave at 7 the following day, but what was 
killing her was the fact that the manager was 
making her do all the inventory counts - for 
example, the cigarettes and tobacco, and do 


rap of Ageism 


and about 35 years old, entering the labor 
force today, will change jobs perhaps a 
dozen times or more during their working 
lives, in two or three career areas. In doing 
this they will have learned and polished 
their job-search skills by experience; they 
will take additional education and train- 
ing on their own time and at their own 
espanscstbey. will keep their resumes ihe 


tantly up-to-date, they will mainta 
third-party network of people they can 
contact about hidden job opportunities; 
and they will never burn job-related 
bridges behind them 

Lifelong learning is the key to full and 
continued employment throughout middle 
life, and perhaps beyond. As the rate of 
the increase of the Canadian population 
slows down, this will lead to the distinct 
possibility that Canadians will be able to 
continue to be productively employed as 
long as their health allows it. 


Ron MAcLACHLAN 


Ron MacLachlan is a semi-retired weekly 
rep 
nducting a small « 


Boyle/McCauley 


orter and public opinion 


searcher now C onsulting 
firm from his home in the 


area of Edmonton 


a cash count with that, which wasn't sup- 
posed to be her job at all, but because she 
was so intelligent and accurate the manager 
had decided to take advantage of her passive 
nature and just dig in and use her for all she 
could get out of her. If you don't think that's 
abuse, then what is it? 

This sort of thing happens a lot, and it’s 
frustrating to feel trapped and powerless, but 
in the Far East, in India and Pakistan, people 
sell their healthy body parts to get cash in 
their hands because there isn't any other way 
for them to earn a living and get food. That 
would be the ultimate downer, don't you 
think? 


RHONDA SUMMERS 


special needs people out of the rental market into home- 
lessness. Emergency shelter use has risen more than 100% 
since 2000. Low-income singles and families who are 
housed are paying up to 80% of their income for housing alone. 
Alberta has cut more than $200 million from housing since 1993. 


- of affordable housing is forcing many low-income and 


On August 23, 2002, Our Voice and Edmonton Coalition on 
Housing and Homelessness (ECOHH) released a series of postcards 
addressing this crisis. Twenty thousand postcards will be distrib- 
uted across the province, signed and returned to Our Voice to be 
presented to the Honorable Stan Woloshyn on November 22, 
2002, the National Day for Action on Housing and Homelessness. 


Cards are being distributed by the following 
groups and agencies: 


Our Voice, Bissell Centre 

Bissell Thrift Store [North and South} 

Boyle McCauley Health Centre 

Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers 
Quality of Life Commission 
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Schizophrenia Society 

Earth’s.General Store 

Calgary Homelessness Foundation 

Calgary Street Talk, CUPS 

Brooks Housing Society 

City of Lethbridge, Community and Social Development 
A. Brown, Fort McMurray 


For more information, or to become a distributor, call 
Natasha Laurence, 423-2285, ext. 162 
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There's NO PLACE like home 


There's VO PLACE like home 


Photos by Pieter de Vos 


There's VO PLACE like home 


See 


There's NO PLACE like home 
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TORNADO 


The sumptuous age of 
stars and images is 
reduced to a few artificial 
tornado effects, pathetic 
fake buildings, and child- 
ish tricks which the crowd 
pretends to be taken in by 
to avoid feeling too disap- 
pointed. Ghost towns, 
ghost people. The whole 
place has the same air of 
obsolescence about it as 
Sunset or Hollywood 
Boulevard. 


JEAN BAUDRILLARD 
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The Our Voices CD preject completed 
the first rovnd of recording during 
the month of August. Thanks to the 
Edmonton Mennonite Centre for 
Newcomers ahd the West Edmonton 
Music Society for providing space at 
mihimal cost, ahd to Bruce Fox for 
his dedication to exce/lence at every 
level. Sure it looks easy, but ...it 
isn’t! 
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The Vanishing West II: 


began, to take up my artwork 7 

years ago. It became a calling 

and | took a look at the type of 

art work that I was doing. | 
began experimenting with bird, ani- 
mal, and scenery illustrations. As | 
did this I became aware of my pas- 
sion for the West. I also became 
aware of the fact that the West was 
vanishing. I have always had a pas- 
sion for western art and was con- 
cerned that it might die out some- 
day. With the advent of modern art 
done on the computer I was con- 
cerned. I like computing and also 
have a passion for modern art. So 
“what to do?” I asked myself. | 
began to see that many traditional 
artists were using the computer for 
printmaking and marketing. | 
decided to develop my own style of 
western modernism. I began to 
focus on using the computer in a 
different role as other traditional 
artists do. I have always believed 
that there was no replacement for 
the hand and eye in artwork. An 
artist’s God - given gift and judg- 


Povert 


ment could not be replaced by the 
computer over the paint brush, for 
example. 

I used to spend a lot of time in 
coffee shops with my sketch book on 
my knee. Drawing and having cof- 
fee with friends, 1 was approached 
by more than one mother who told 
me that her children would not let 
her leave until they looked at every 
one of my sketches. 

Over some period of time | real- 
ized that my art was having an 
effect on people because I was 
depicting things that I had spent a 
lifetime seeing. 

I was depicting a Western 
Canada that was vanishing. This 
had an effect on my art. 

My art is flexible enough to be 
used in cosmopolitan themes and 
still quite western in its symbols. 

One of the things I try to do is to 
preserve the vanishing things of the 
West while symbolizing life. 


C. Moore 


I need help, but no one 
is here to help me, 
What's wrong with me? 
I am becoming so thin, 
I used to be well, 
Until... 
I lost it, my job, my house, 
and my self-esteem, 
I cry on the streets every night, 
and in the day, 
I beg on the streets for money, 
I am getting weak and sick, 
I feel light, I must have left the earth, 
I would rather die, 
My people, They are starving like me, 
I shall never give up... 
never betray their trust, 
I just want to go away... 
I want to die. 


Sasha Rowe, age 10 
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YOURGUESSISASGOODASMINE 


Dear Your Guess: 


have a question to ask that has to do with life in general. Last 
year around this time I was selling the Our Voice magazine to 
make ends meet. One morning before I went to vend, there was 
a great tragedy that happened to our piece of land. Many lives 
were lost on Sept. 11th. Since then the world has changed in ways 
where it has become like walking on egg shells. Everyone is on alert 
and waiting to see what's going to happen next. I believe that the 


* 
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Tales from the Fox’s Den 


The girl with the vivid imagination shows up, on my corner, out of thin 
air, at no set time. 

The kangaroos, in their journey, had a chat with the snails. The 
snails and kangaroos make a pact and snails start traveling with them. 
| ask her what the restaurants would do for escargot. She replied that 
the proprietors could substitute artificial ones - the snails were tired of 
being exploited. She wanders off, smiling, and I can't wait for the next 
installment. 

She appears out of nowhere, seeming out of sync and despondent. 

There was dissension in the ranks and chaos was running rampant. 
A high-ranking snail was killed by a group of kangaroos because they 
didn’t want the snails to have input with this mission. 

The loyal snails had a séance, trying to reach out and revive their 
downed leader. 

The séance was a bust, no communication with the dearly departed. 
The splinter groups from both camps joined up. 

The kangaroos had conquered their enemy, reclaiming lost land 
and were still not satisfied. They were getting greedy and decided to 
carry on and expand the quest. The kangaroos headed north; they went 
a little too far and started freezing to death. The snails moved to warmer 
temperatures and were getting fried. Both parties were out on a limb 
with no direction to take next. 

I haven't seen or spoken to the young storyteller since school was 
out, but I hope to see her in the fall so the saga can continue. 

She is one of the many interesting people who chat with me. 


KEVIN Fox 


Creator has a different course of action for us and I pray that He 
will be there when needed. I have changed inside of myself to 
become better and I try not to worry about the next day 
The Creator is the foundation and He is the one who can change 
people, places and situations. Here is my question: when is it right 
to talk about change? 
Your Vendor on the Corner 


Dear Vendor: 


ife has indeed greatly changed since September 11 of last 
year. Some of these changes have been for the worst while 
some have been for the better. If there is anything that | 
hope to see rise from the ashes of the World Trade Towers, it is 
a renewed commitment to acceptance and tolerance. In response to 


| your question, I believe that we need to stop waiting for the ‘right 
| time’ to talk about change. The longer we wait to deal with the 


problems in our society, in our communities, and in our lives in gen- 
eral, the less likely it is that a favorable outcome will be achieved. 
While we wait for an appropriate time to talk, our own frustration 
builds and tension grows. The World Trade Towers is an example of 
what can happen if people (and societies) do not talk about change 
and resolution before a critical level of tension has been reached. 


That's my Guess 


If you want to send any questions, ideas or stories that you would like me 
to comment on, you have three ways of getting them to me. You can give 
them to Ron or Natasha of Our Voice, you can drop them off in the 
downstairs Casual Labour Office or you can E-Mail them to: your- 


guess29@hotmail.com. 
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Platinum Realty 


Business: 454-7020 
Cell:722-2893 


Sais 


Gordon Stamp 
Agent 


Every client gets the same 
service and professionalism 
as if they were family! 


Support 


Our 


Voice 
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roviding poor men and women with a chance to take con- 

trol of their lives is the purpose of Our Voice. For eight 

years now we have given opportunities to more than 2000 

people in Edmonton who have found themselves living in 
poverty. 

Our Voice is a project of Bissell Centre and was founded in 1994 
to empower people who were homeless or at risk of becoming so, as 
they work toward gainful employment and self-sufficiency. With 
more than a seven-year history, the Our Voice organization has 
and our unique 


gained notoriety for honest news reporting 
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Ye S I would like to 


contribute to Our Voice! 


Our Voice has come a long way but needs more to be done and we 
cannot do it without you. Your tax-deductible financial contribution 
will allow us to continue our commitment of helping the home- 
less/and the unemployed transition into gainful employment. 

Won't you please take a minute and send in your contribution 
today? Your giving and supportive spirit will not go unrecognized. 


Please send a cheque to: 


Our Voice 10527-96 Street 
Edmonton AB. T5H 2H6 


Your money will go toward: 

Helping with the printing costs of Our Voice. 

@ Computer and writing training for our vendors. 

@ Continued support and empowerment services for vendors. 


Enclosed is a tax-deductible donation for 
$100.00. $75.00__ $50.0__ Other. 


Name:_ 


Address: 


Organization (if any): 


Phone: 
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PEOPLE’SCOLUMNIST 


“Like father, like son!” Maurice Gallardo and his 
son Christopher are an example of that saying. In 
fact, everything that Maurice shares with his son 
reflects on who they are as a family. 

Maurice is a happily married family man of 
Spanish Chilean descent. Maurice and his wife first 
arrived in Canada from his native Chile in 1978. 

Maurice and his son, Christopher, spend a lot of 
time together. Occasionally, the two may be seen 
busking in front of Second Cup Coffee Company on 
104th Street and Whyte Avenue. 

Maurice usually plays his guitar while his young 
son plays the pan flute attracting the attention of 
approaching passersby. The father and son duo offer 
an extensive musical selection to their street audiences. 
They play Andean music, a variation of British and 
North American classical rock and world music. 
Christopher plays and sings up to 25 tunes, whether 
it's blowing from his pan flute, playing an instrumen- 
tal with his father, or singing the popular children’s 
song, “Puff The Magic Dragon”. 


Like Father fai Son 


In a recent interview with Our Voice, Maurice 
spoke proudly about treating his son more like a 
friend than a son. He said, “I'll support him all the 
way, but I think the key to having a successful 
family relationship or upbringing of a child is 
being friends. He's my partner in everything. We 
scuba dive together. We play soccer together. We 
bike together. We ride the motorcycle together. We 
absolutely do everything. We're one. We think the 
same way when we play music. We have unison. 
We have a tight ensemble. We talk about any- 
thing. The friendship, | think, is the key to every- 
thing.” 

Maurice learned how to play guitar at age 17, 
with the encouragement of a woman whom he was 
courting. She asked him to win her approval by 
learning how to develop the skills to play her a 
song on his guitar. He took the challenge and grad- 
ually learned how to play the song, earning her 
love. 

When Maurice was 20 he was playing in a five- 
piece Andean band while rooming with 4 other 
musicians in a Co-op house in Chile. It was at this 
age that Maurice developed a strong passion for 
Andean music. 

The Inca Natives of South America originally 
created Andean music. Instruments that are known 
to give it its distinctive musical sound are a range 
of wind instruments: the panpipe, flute, whistles 
and others. 

Busking is not the only performing routine that 
Maurice and his son have undertaken. The father 
and son team have performed and entertained 
audiences at numerous music festivals and fairs in 
cities in British Columbia, Alberta and Manitoba. 

Just this year Maurice and his son and another 


The Advantages of Being Poor 


1 5 « “The higher you are the harder you fall” 
a proverb says. So if you are on the skids you won't 
even get a single bruise. 


14 « While you sleep in the city shelter, the 
premier of the government will show up at mid- 
night to chat with you and to discuss your lifestyle. 


1 5: Since all of your cheap wine comes in 
twist-cap bottles, you'll never spend 15 minutes 
trying to yank out a natural cork. 


1 2 « Unlike the wealthy people, you don’t 
have to worry that your sweetheart is a gold digger 
and is in the relationship with you for pure materi- 
al gain. 


1 1 « When you split, your common-law 
spouse won't sue you for alimony-since you don’t 
have any assets. 


10. No anxiety about stock market shares’ 
performances as you don’t have any. 


9 « No worries about an income tax increase. 
After all, you don’t pay any taxes at all and filling 
out a tax return form is a “piece of cake”. 


8. You don’t have to pay the health care pre- 
miums and public library fees. 
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7 « Not too many home chores, since your 
dwelling occupies rather a small area. 


6 « Your old, often rusty bike, won’t attract any 
thief. 


5 « As chronically jobless, you don’t have to set 
that noisy and stressful alarm clock for early 
morning wake-up buzz. 


4. You don’t own an automobile, so the high 
cost of fuel and the insurance premium hike is not 
your problem. 


3 « Jo integrate with mother nature you may 
stay and sleep in local parks, whereas the well-off 
town folks, to consort with nature, have to pay 
dearly for country lodge or campsite. 


Zz. Medical statistics show that the no.1 killer in 
the country is fatty and starchy food, the only one 
you can afford. So your struggle with life’s adversi- 
ties won’t take long. “Die young, stay pretty,” 
Blondie sings. 


1 « Nostress in making a choice, as most insti- 
tutions, including charities, act according to the 
adage “Beggars can’t be choosers”. 


Les DUNIN 


Maurice Gallardo and his son Christopher 


band member named Jorge Vargas, formed the 
Andean trio, Incanto. 

The youngest member, Christopher, was three- 
years-old when he started playing the shakers at a 
concert when his father participated with a differ- 
ent band at the Fringe Festival three years ago. 

Mauirice says: “My son used to play or join us 
when we were playing at the Fringe Festival. He’d 
grab a shaker and just stand right by me and move 
with the beat of the music. Ever since then I 
thought why not, he wanted to play.” 


When Maurice is not busking with his son he’s 
teaching music at children’s workshops or perform- 
ing with Incanto at banquets, weddings, office par- 
ties and Christmas concerts. 

If you would like Maurice to instruct your child 
or would like to have Incanto perform at your next 
celebration, phone Maurice Gallardo at 970-3806 
and leave a message after 6 p.m, Monday to Friday. 

JOHN ZAPANTIS 
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| Tuesday, July 


Bissell Centre 
10527-9658 


EDMONTON 


Landlord and Tenant 
Advisory Board 


Call 496-5959 


Call if you area 
landlord ora 


tenant that needs: line include: 


e Advice in residential ¢ General Information 
tenancy matters e Laws and Tips 

¢ Mediation in e Security Deposits 
a residential e Starting a Tenancy 
tenancy dispute e Agreements 

e Education courses ¢ Inspection 
or workshops Reports & 


¢ To purchase the 
Question & Answer = 
Booklet or Forms 

e Free Landlord and 
Tenant fact sheets 


e Notices 


Find information fast using 


The Landlord and Tenant Information 
Line 24 hours a day. Call 496-5959; press 


2, then press 1 and 
follow the instructions. 


City of Edmonton, Landlord and Tenant Advisory Board | 


Main Floor Chancery Hall 
#3 Sir Winston Churchill Square 
(Corner of 102A Avenue and 99 Street) 
Edmonton, AB TS5Sj 2C3 


€dmonton 


Some topics on 
the information 


Security Deposits 
Resolving Disputes 


RBC 
Dominion 
Securities 


#2300, 10155 


102 St 
Edmonton, AB 
T5J 2P4 


Ph. 944-8851 


Crossword Puzzle 


HITCH. 
WAREHOUSE 


Bus: (403) 944-9209 
Fax: (403) 486-4690 


John Reil 


17220 - 107 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5S 1E5 
1-800-661-7557 


John Zapantis 
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“What I like about 
vending is I get to 
meet new people 
who | get to be 
friends with.” 


Wayne Watts 


teran Our Voice Vendor 


~ valid reason for standing on” 


the corner of 101st Street 
and Jasper Avenue vending Our 
Voice newspaper. 

He discovered the newspaper in 
May of 2001 when an old friend of 
his, Our Voice vendor, Michelle 
Semple, referred him to the newspa- 
per. 

At the hill climbing age of 42, life 
seems to be just beginning for our 
quiet and humble vendor. 

Recently, in February of 2002, 
Wayne reunited with the love of his 
life, a fine lady named Jenny, whose 
son took an immediate liking to 
Wayne and suggested that his moth- 
er and Wayne get married. They lis- 
tened to his advice and by April of 
this year, the couple were engaged to 
be married and have agreed to a 
marriage scheduled for February 23, 
2003. 

Wayne and Jenny first met 17 
years ago while working together as 
volunteer kitchen help at a social 
agency that fed the hungry. 

Today, the couple in love may be 
found watching over one another 
from across Jasper Avenue along 
101st Street where they vend the 
newspaper together. 

Not only is Wayne in love with 


the woman that keeps him smiling 
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“job as an Our Voice vendor. 

He says, “What I like about 
vending is I get to meet new people 
who | get to be friends with. Also, | 
like to vend because | want to get 
extra money on the side.” 

Wayne has a whole lot of appreci- 
ation for his customers and has some 
words of advice to Our Voice rookie 
vendors starting out. He says, “Show 
respect to people buying the newspa- 
per and the regular customers. 
Respect them for who they are.” 

What Times Square in New York 
City is to New Yorkers when celebrat- 
ing New Year's on the first of January 
every year, Our Voice newspaper will 
be to Wayne Watts, when February 
23rd, 2003 arrives. All Our Voice 
vendors will be cordially invited to 
line up to kiss his bride and congrat- 
ulate the groom after he ties the 
knot. Our married-to-be vendor says, 
“T feel okay. I just hope the wedding 
turns out good, because | really love 
her kids. I love her, too. I have sup- 
port for the kids.” 

When that big wedding day final- 
ly arrives, all of us at Our Voice, will 
certainly wish Wayne and his bride a 
healthy and prosperous marriage in 
the years to come. 
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No placement, adminstration, or broker fees 


Workers are availble to work 24 hrs a day. 
7 days a week 
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(Appointments made within work hrs.) 
AVERAGE HOURLY RATE - $7.00 
Bissell Centre's 


Casual Labour Office 
424-4385 


Office Hours: Mon-Thur 7am-2pm 
Frid 7am-noon 
No fee job placement service Y 


CALL 424-4385 
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Operated on a non-profit basis 


| New and 


Gently-Used 
Fashions 
plus..... 


Bissell Centre's 
Thrift Shoppes 


© furniture® home goods 
© jewellery® c ollectibles 


8818 118 Ave © antiques 


471-6644 
. 

9232 34 Ave ’ 

wna the best quality 

lowest prices 
We are 100% non-profit 
and locally owned 
No GST ever 

nc cisiied ALL PROFITS SUPPORT THE PROGRAMS 
ARE ore wes AND SERVICES OF BISSELL CENTRE 
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IN EDMONTON'S INNER CITY 
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ROBERT P. CHRISTENSEN PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 
Barristers and Solicitors 
11450-124 Street 
Edmonton, AB 


Robert P. Christensen 
Russell R. Wilkinson 


Phone: 454-0387 Fax: 454-0389 


General Practise of Law 
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n August 23, 

the grovnds of Ol’ 
Scona High Schoo/ were 
transformed into 4 vil- 
lage of cardboard homes. 
The hundreds of people 
on site of The Last 
Resort Housing Rally 
constructed everything 
from 20-story apart~ 
ment buildings to com- 
fortable cottages com- 
plete with window 
boxes. Sponsored by the 
Edmonton Coalition on 
Housing and 
Homelessness the event 
rah from noon vhtil 
eight and was 4 day fu// 
of music, sharing and 
construction. Speakers 
told stories of their 
struggles to find housing 
and focal entertainers 
shared their talent ih 
support of the cause. 

Some of the housing 
created was more than 
Symbolic. Two young 
men, after spending 
severa/ hours building ahd 
waterproofing a large 
box, carried their cre- 
ation off to the river 
valley where they have 
been living a// summer. 
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Specia/ thanks to the 
performers and speak- 
ers who gave their time 
and talent: 


Dale Ladoceur 
Terry Morrison 
The/ma Carter 
Mark Kozvé 
Kat Danser 
Gary Lee 

Joyce Micha/chvk 
Lily Wansink 
Judith Lam 
Andrea House 
Pierian Spring 
Maria Dunh 
Terry McDade 
Bob Jahrig 

Roy Agnew 
Linda Dumont 
Pedro Schwie. 
Franc Manzara 
Randy Randhawa 
Krisha Oro 

Dan, Maria, Michelle 


Thanks a/so to Roya/ 
Pizza, Eco Water, Hugh 
Smith and Caro/ Cass 
for lining vp perform- 
ers, Operation 
Friendship for sound 


Society for transporta- 
tion of materials and 
the water cooler ahd a 
dedicated committee of 
volunteers. 


